This Page Is Inserted by IF W Operations 
and is not a part of the Official Record 

BEST AVAILABLE IMAGES 

Defective images within this document are accurate representations of 
the original documents submitted by the applicant. 

Defects in the images may include (but are not limited to): 

• BLACK BORDERS 

• TEXT CUT OFF AT TOP, BOTTOM OR SIDES 

• FADED TEXT 

• ILLEGIBLE TEXT 

• SKEWED/SLANTED IMAGES 

• COLORED PHOTOS 

• BLACK OR VERY BLACK AND WHITE DARK PHOTOS 

• GRAY SCALE DOCUMENTS 

IMAGES ARE BEST AVAILABLE COPY. 



As rescanning documents will not correct images, 
please do not report the images to the 
Image Problem Mailbox. 



TH,SP *GEBLA NK 



(USPTQ) 



PCT/ SE 00 / 0 1 5 0 h 



PRV 



PATENT- OCH REG1ST RERINGSVERKET 

Patentavdelningen 



Intyg 

Certificate 




Harmed intygas att bifogade kopior overensstammer med de 
handling ar som ur sprung ligen ingivits till Patent- och 
registreringsverket i nedannamnda ansokan. 

This is to certify that the annexed is a true copy of 
the documents as originally filed with the Patent- and 
Registration Office in connection with the following 
patent application. _ „ „ _ 




(71) Sokande 

Applicant (s) 



Wouter van der Wijngaart , Stockholm SE 
Patrik Mossberg , Stockholm SE 
Fredric Ankarcrona, Stockholm SE 



(21 ) Patentansokningsnummer 9902768-2 
Patent application number 



/say 



y 



(86) Ingivningsdatum 
Date of filing 



1999-07-20 



Stockholm, 2000-09-14 



For Patent- och registreringsverket 
For the Patent- and Registration Office 

Asa Dahlberg "** — ) 
Avgift 

PRIORITY 
DOCUMENT 

SUBMITTED OR TRANSMITTED IN 
COMPLIANCE WITH RULE 17.1(a) OR (b) 



PATENT- OCH 
REGISTRERINGSVERKET 

SWEDEN 



Postadress/Adress Telefon/Phone 
Box 5055 +46 8 782 25 00 

S-102 42 STOCKHOLM Vx 08-782 25 00 



Telex 
17978 

PATOREG S 



Telefax 

+46 8 666 02 86 
08-666 02 86 



_^99 07/20 TIS 15:27_FAI 46 8 316767 GROW & CO PRV REG @002 

Ink. t. Patent- ochreg.vj^ 

\V339 -07- * 0™ 
i 

Huvudfaxen Kossan 

A METHOD FOR AUTOMATED AND TARGETED ftDViKiisinu 
ELECTRONIC PAYMENT SYSTEM 

5 

Field of Invention 

The present invention relates in a first aspect to an 
authorisation system comprising at least- one source unit and 
at least one destination unit, for giving authorisation to 
10 said source unit to completely perform a specific task 
regarding said destination units. 

In a second aspect, the present invention relates to a 
method for giving authorisation regarding payment from one 

party to another - 
1S In a third aspect, the present invention relates to a 

method for providing an automated and targeted advertisement 
system, coupled to an electronic payment method. 

Description of the Prior Ar£ 

In a GSM based payment system, a consumer, can pay for a 
20 purchase-ausing^his/her GSM~phone. The consumers phone bill is 
than debited the ■ , purchase amaunit- 

TeshnicaWxealisation of such paymenfe.system*requires 
from the consumer nothing but :an. ordinary GSM^texephone . 

One of the weakest points* of this implementation is the 
25 control- of credibility of the consumer,. (A consumer who has 
e.g. not paid his/her phonebill during the past half year is 
an unwanted entity in the payment scheme.) Therefore, GSM 
based payment schemes have only been implemented for very 
small payment amounts so far, e.g. in soda machines. This to 
30 reduce the financial risks. 
: " : Advertisements nowadays are either non-targeted or then they 

\ are non-automised. Today advertising can be targeted and 

automated to varying degrees depending on the medium. 

Mass media (TV, radio, print, outdoor) is not very 
35 targeted; delivering advertising messages* to, at best, a 
collection of like-minded consumers. 
•} Paper coupons can be used to drive apucchasesf yet are 

- : expensive -to administer -and«tend *o. leadmto *p'r*ce*shoppers" . 
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The Internet has opened up opportunities for better 
targeting and automation. For example, the on-line book 
retailer "amazon.com" uses past individual shopping behavior 
to provide recommendations based on what other people with 
5 similar shopping patterns have purchased. Such recommendations 
do however not provide individuals with specific offers that 
are not available to others and do not reach people shopping 
in the physical world. 

Messaging based on SMS to mobile phones to date mainly 
10 involves sending and receiving messages between individuals or 
sending specific and requested information from a central 
actor to many individuals (e.g. stock quotes, weather, sports 
results, and traffic information) . 

Advertising to mobile phones via SMS exists, yet as this 
15 lacks prior consumer acceptance it is not considered proper 

etiquette and has thus not taken off. To date it is similar to 
unsolicited junk-mail, e-mail spam, and tele-marketing. One 
obstacle has been that the SMS advertisements lack intrinsic 
value - such as what a paper coupon for example delivers, 
20 implying that people simply do not want them. 

In US Patent No. 5,590,197 there is disclosed a cyber 
wallet in the form of stored and protected account inform- 
ation, which may be "carried" on a tamper resistant portable 
electronic storage medium such as a smartcard, or stored on 
25 the customer's computer (or personal digital assistance, 

PCMCIA card, or the like) together with the browser/mosaic 
software, is provided to a customer for the purpose of making 
electronic payments from the possessor of the wallet to a 
merchant at a remote site on the Internet. Securing of the 
30 information contained in the wallet is provided by a public 

key file containing public keys to be used for encrypting the 
payment information into an authorisation ticket which is sent 
by the wallet to the merchant, and then forwarded to the 
account servicer for decryption, the decryption key being in 
35 the form of a private key held only by the account servicer, 
and to which the merchant and other parties have no access. 
The public key file preferably contains a plurality of public 
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keys selectable by an identifier associated with but not a 
part of the key itself, so that the account servicer can 
control, by having the merchant send an identifier to the 
wallet, the selection of uncampromiaed keys without anyone but 
5 the servicer having knowledge of which key- is being selected. 
This solution is rather complicated. 

Summary of the Invention 

The object with the present invention is to solve the 
above mentioned problems. This is achieved with an authoris- 
10 ation system comprising at least one source unit and at least 
one destination unit, for giving authorisation to said source 
unit to completely perform a specific task regarding said 
destination units according to Claim 1. The authorisation 
system can comprise communication means for communication 
15 between said source unit and said destination unit, character- 
ized in that, said .authorisation system.also comprises an 
authorisation unit and communication ^mea-ns for communication 
between both -said authorisation unit .and-said source unit and 
said authorjL saMori; unit and ^sa4f<d jdestinat ion unit, whereas 
2 0 said authorisation unit comprises* a memory ,me{an : s>- in which 

there ds st-ored^va^idity in£©^mat?ion -ab^utosa>id at* least one 
source unit, wherein said authorisation -unit -cheoks said 
validity information before- a decision^ is- made^whether said 
source unit gets authorised to perform* said spe^fic task. 
25 The above mentioned problems are also solved with a 

method for giving authorisation regarding payment from a 
consumer to a retailer according to Claim 18. The method 
comprises the steps: 

said consumer dials a payment identification for a 
30 retailer of interest, wherein an authorisation unit 

receives said payment identification for said retailer of 
interest and said consumer's identification; 
a point of sale unit for said retailer of-interest- sends 
all payment data to sa*id author isa*fei*on<runit.; 
35 a dat«a ba>s<e in said^authorisat&ion* unit^cheeks validity 

inf o^mats«.on^xegfa*r.ding* sa*id consiarae^ and^sa^d* retainer of 
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interest before a decision is made whether said payment 
authorisation is given; and 

if said payment authorisation is given, said point of 
sale unit delivers any kind of purchase proof for said 
5 retailer of interest and/or for said consumer and/or any 

other party. 

Problems concerning automating and/or targeting of 
advertisements are solved with a method for an advertising^ 
system which is coupled to an electronic payment system. This 
10 method provides an advertiser a targeted and automated means 
of sending an advertisement message, an advertisement message 
coupled benefit or an advertisement coupled financial benefit 
regarding certain items, e.g. products and/or services, to a 
group of targeted consumers according to Claim 35. The method 

15 comprises the steps: 

said advertisement system uses information stored in the 
memory means of the said electronic payment system or 
from any other source as base for defining the said 
targeted consumer - so called ~ data-mining"; 

20 - the advertisement system then uses an electronic 

messaging system (e.g. SMS, an internet /mobile internet 
based system, email, a voice message, a phone call) to 
send the said advertisement message to the said targeted 
consumers and alters the information in the said memory 

25 means (called advertisement log) of the said electronic 

payment system in such way that it can be retrieved by 
the said electronic payment system and/or another party 
whether a. specific consumer was targeted, whether a said 
benefit is coupled to the said advertisement and/or 

30 whether a said financial benefit is coupled to the said 

advertisement ; 

the said targeted consumer uses the said electronic 
payment system for purchasing the said item during which 
the said electronic payment system checks its said memory 
35 means whether the said consumer was targeted regarding 
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the said items and whether a said financial benefit is 
coupled to the said targeted advertisement m ssage; and 
if a said financial benefit is coupled to the said 
advertisement message then the said electronic payment 
system takes the necessary measures to take into account 
the said financial benefit and to remove the said 
advertisement log from the said memory means. 

The invention will now be described in more detail with 
reference to preferred embodiments thereof and also with 
reference to the accompanying drawings. 

Brief Description of the Drawings 

Figure 1 is a block diagram of an authorisation system 
according to the present invention; 

Figure 2 is a schematic exemplification of a specific 
application of an authorisation system according to the 
pre s en t i nven t ion ; 

Figure 3 is a flow chart of a method for giving 
authorisation regarding payment from a consumes* to* .a retailer 
according >*to the present: In^nt 1 orv; and.; 

Figure* 4 is a schematic exemplif ication^of a specific 
application? of a targeted automated advertisement" system 
according -to the present invention. 

Description of Preferred Embodiments 

In figure 1, there is disclosed an authorisation system 
10 according to the present invention. The system 10 
comprises at least one source unit 12 and at least one 
destination unit 14i, 14 n . The system 10 can comprise, but 
not necessarily, a communication means 16 for communication 
between said source unit 12 and said destination units 14i, 
I4n. Said system 10 also comprises an authorisation unit 
18 and communication means 20 for communication both between 
said authorisation unit 18 and said source unit 12 and said 
authorisation unit 18 and said destination units:: *14i, -# 14n- 
Said authorisation unit 18 comprises a memory means 22 , in 
which there is stored^validity information* about said at 



98 07/20 TIS 15:29 FAX 40 8 316767 GilOTH & CO PRV REG B)007 

Ink. 1 Patent- och rerj.verket 
1989 -07-2 0 

6 

Huvudfoxen Kassan 

least one source unit 12. Said authorisation unit 18 checks 
the validity information before a decision is made whether 
said source unit gets authorised to perform said specific 
task. Said memory means 22 can e.g. be in form of a data base 
5 22- Said system 10 also comprises a clearing means 24 

connected to said authorisation unit 18, Said clearing means 
24 ensures and/or executes any payment transaction between 
e.g. a consumer and a retailer with or without the usage of 
any middleman. 

10 It is hereby pointed out that in this application the 

expression consumer means anyone who is paying and the 
expression retailer means anyone who is receiving money in a 
payment scheme. 

Any of the said communication means 16, 20 can e.g. be 

15 optical or infra red communication links , electronic bus 
system, or mobile communication means . 

Any of the said mobile communication means can e.g. be 
microwave communication means, radio communication means, or 
based on the NMT, GSM, or WCDMA standard. 

20 Any of the said communication means 16, 20 can also be 

telephone means, or be based on the Internet standard. 

According to one embodiment - from now on referred to 
as Embodiment one - said source unit 12 is designated to a 
specific consumer and each destination unit 14i, 14 n is a 

25 point of sale unit (P.O.S). Said system 10 comprises also a 
to said memory means 22 connected clearing means 24. In 
Embodiment one said validity information comprises the 
credibility of each consumer. Said authorisation unit 18 uses 
the credibility of each consumer and payment data received 

30 from a point of sale unit 14 ir 14n as a base for taking 
the decision whether payment is approved or not. When said 
payment is approved, said point of sale unit 14 lf 14n 
delivers any kind of purchase proof for said retailer of 
interest and/or for said consumer. This purchase proof can 

35 e.g. be a cash ticket. 

According to another embodiment - from now on referred 
to as Embodiment two - which is based on Embodiment one, said 
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system 10 comprises also an advertisement system 2 6 connected 
to said memory means 22. In Embodiment two said validity 
information comprises information about advertisement coupled 
financial benefits of each consumer. Said authorisation unit 
5 18 uses the information about advertisement coupled financial 
benefits of each consumer and purchase data received from a 
point of sale unit 14i, 14n as a base for taking the 
decision whether payment is approved or not and whether a 
financial benefit has to be taken into account by the 
10 clearing means 24. 

According to another embodiment - from now on referred 
to as Embodiment three - each said source unit 12 is 
designated to a specific machine user and each destination 
unit 14 a , 14n is a single component in a specific machine. 
15 Said validity information comprises the state of each said 
component and data about each said machine user. 

In figure 2 there is disclosed a specific application of 
an authorisation system according to the present invention. 
The patent searches, to protect a method of authorise 
20 ation in communication schemes in which a particular source 
tries to communicate with a particular entity (destination) 
that is part of . a distributed; systems First a short explan- 
ation of the above terms . 

The communication scheme: 
25 This is a particular application where a certain 

communication between source and destination is wanted and 
which requires some kind of authorisation. 

Some examples of such distributed systems are: 
: ~ Electronic parking meters, paid using the driver's 

30 mobile phone 

A machine, in which e.g. every single component in the 
: machine can be controlled in a remote way by one or 

: different machine users - 

A remote ( Internet /telephone/GSM) control system for 
: 35 electronic equipment in a building or, more specifically 

a house (cf. the bluetooth communication standard) 
An electronic payment system' 
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A targeted publicity system 

Components, connected by an electronic bus system 
Vending machine, paid using the purchaser's mobile 
phone - 

5 The physical information carrier for the communication 

can be of any kind: telephone, all mobile communication 
systems (NMT, GSM, WCDAM, radio, microwave communications/ 
infra red communications ...) / optical communication links, the 
Internet, any kind of electronic (computer-) bus system, .... 

10 In figure 3 there is disclosed a flow chart of a method 

for giving authorisation regarding payment from a consumer to 
a retailer according to the present invention. The method 
begins at block 40. Thereafter, at block 42, the method 
continues in that said consumer dials, e.g. using his/her GSM 

15 telephone, a payment identification, e.g. a specific GSM 

number, for a retailer of interest, wherein an authorisation 
unit receives said payment identification for said retailer of 
interest end said consumers identification, e.g. by retrieving 
the consumer' s GSM number and the specific GSM payment number 

20 from the consumer's telephone call without opening a telephone 
connection. The method then continues at block 4 4 in that a 
point of sale unit for said retailer sends all payment data to 
said authorisation unit- Thereafter,, at block 46, a data base 
in said authorisation unit checks the validity information 

25 regarding said consumer and said retailer of interest before a 
decision is made whether said payment authorisation is given. 
Thereafter, at block 48, if said payment authorisation is 
given, said point of sale unit delivers any kind of purchase 
proof for said retailer of interest and/or for said consumer. 

30 At block 50 the method is completed. 

If said payment authorisation is not given, said 
authorisation unit stops the method. 

In figure 4 there is disclosed a schematic exemplifi- 
cation of a specific application of a method for automated 

35 and targeted advertising in which a consumer 62 takes 

advantage of a financial benefit which is coupled to an 
advertisement sent to him by the advertisement system 72. The 
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payment system 74, e.g. the payment system as described by 
Embodiment one above. 

The method begins with step 50. The steps 50 to 60 are 
5 consecutive in time. 

In step 50 an advertiser 64 asks the advertisement 
system 72 to send a specific advertisement message to a 
specific group of consumers and specifies a financial benefit 
coupled to the advertisement - 

10 In step 52 the advertisement system's 72 data base 68, 

which e.g. uses earlier consumer purchase behaviour stored in 
the electronic payment system database, is used to define the 
targeted group of consumers. The advertisement system 72 also 
logs in its database 68 which consumers are targeted for the 

15 advertisement message. 

In step 54 the advertisement system's computing unit 66 
receives the list of target ed^consume^rs from its datea base 68* 

In step 5 6 the advertisement system- 72 sends- -the 
specific advertisement messages to all of the targeted 

2 0 consumers. 

In 'sfcep^SS*^ targeted xonsume^ 62^'piixchases^ number of 
items , . among Mh&ch: one or v moxfem terns ^ f or^which-^ther consumer 
received an advertisement message. The consumer uses the 
electronic payment system 74 -for- the purchase . 

25 During step 60, which is part of the clearing of the 

purchase in the electronic payment system 74, the electronic 
payment system retrieves the advertisement reduction fare 
information from the advertisement system 72 and takes the 
reduction automatically into account. 

30 A specific realisation of Embodiment 2 contains a GSM 

based payment system, the advertisement system provider is 
the same as the electronic system provider, the database 68 
is the same as the memory means 22, and the advertisement 
messages are in the form of SMS messages . 

35 It will be understood that the invention is not 

restricted to the^a&Srede scribed- andwdllus traced exemplifying 
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embodiments thereof, and that modifications can be made 
within the scope of the following Claims. 
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1. An authorisation system comprising at least one source 
unit and at least one destination unit, for giving authoris- 
ation to said source unit to completely perform a specific 

5 task regarding said destination units, which authorisation 
system can comprise communication means for communication 
between said source unit and said destination unit/ character- 
ised in that said authorisation system also comprises an 
authorisation unit and communication means for communication 

10 between both said authorisation unit and said source unit and 
said authorisation unit and said destination unit, whereas 
said authorisation unit comprises a memory means, in which 
there is stored validity information about said at least one 
source unit, wherein said authorisation unit checks said 

15 validity information before a decision is made whether said 
source unit is authorised to perform said specific task. 

2. An authorisation system ^according to Claim 1, character- 
ized 'in that* said memory mean.s: in *saiid ^authorisation unit is 
in the form ^£ ^ data «bas;e^ ; 

20 3. An authorisation system according to any one of Claims 

1-2, characterized in that one or more of the said communicat- 
ion means are in the form of optical communication links - 

4. An authorisation system according to any one of Claims 
1-2, characterized in that one or more of the said communicat- 

25 ion means are in the form of infra red communication links . 

5. An authorisation system according to any one of Claims 
1-2, characterized in that one or more of the said communicat- 
ion means are in the form of an electronic bus system* 

6. An authorisation system according to any one of Claims 
30 1-2, characterized in that one or more of the said communicat- 
ion means are mobile communication means. 
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7. An authorisation system according to Claim 6, character- 
ized in that one or more of the said mobile communication 
means are microwave communication means. 

8. An authorisation system according to Claim 6-7, 
5 characterized in that one or more of the said mobile 

communication means are radio communication means. 

9 # An authorisation system according to Claim 6-8, 
characterized in that one or more of the said mobile 
communication means are based on the NMT, GSM, or WCDMA 
10 standard. 

10- An authorisation system according to any one of Claims 
1-2, characterized in that one or more of the said 
communication means are telephone means. 

11, An authorisation system according to any one of Claims 
15 1-2 , characterised in that one or more of the said 

communication means are based on the Internet standard. 

12- An authorisation system according to any one of Claims 
1-2 , characterized in that one or more of the said 
communication means are based on a packet switching network. 

20 13- An authorisation system according to any one of Claims 
3-12/ characterized in that said communication means are any 
combination of the alternatives given in Claims 3-12. 

14. An authorisation system according to any one of Claims 
1-13, characterized in that one or more of the said source 

2 5 units is designated to a specific consumer and in that one or 
more destination unit is a point of sale unit (POS) . 

15. An authorisation system according to any one of the above 
Claims 13-14, characterized in that said authorisation system 
also comprises a to the data base/memory means connected 

30 clearing means. 



'SS 07/20 TIS 15:32 FAX 46 8 318767 

Ink. t. Patent- och reg.verket 



GROTH & CO 



PRV REG 



@014 



1999 -07- 1 0 

Huvudfaxen Kosson 1 3 

16. An authorisation system according to any one of the above 
Claims 13-15, characterized in that said validity information 
comprises the creditability of each consumer, wherein said 
authorisation unit uses the creditability of each consumer and 

5 payment data received from a point of sale unit as a base for 
taking the decision whether payment is approved, or not . 

17. An authorisation system according to any one of Claims 1- 
16, characterized in that said system also comprises a to said 
memory means connected advertisement system, wherein said 

10 validity information also comprises information about 

advertisement coupled financial benefits of each consumer. 

18. An authorisation system according to Claim 17, character- 
ized in that said clearing means uses information in the said 
data base/memory means to automatically take into account any 

15 financial benefit. 

19. An. authorisation system according to any one of the above 
Claims. 13-18,* characterized in that said po^nt of sale unit, 
when said payment .is approved,,, delivers any kindwQf purchase 
proof t or*>the^use*r%of the *po&&^ot*3a&$,jiinj&^n&/&r for the 

20 consume**. 

20. An authorisation system -according to any one^ of Claims 1- 
19, characterized in that each said source-unit is designated 
to a specific machine user, specific machine or specific 
machine component and in that each destination unit is a 

25 single component in the same specific machine or another 
machine . 

21- An authorisation system according to Claim 20, character- 
ized in that said validity information comprises information 
about the state of one or more said specific machine or 
30 specific machine* component and/or information about one or 
more said specific machine users. 

22. A method -for- giving*; authorisation regarding payment from 
a consumer to a retailer, which method comprises^the steps: 
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said consumer dials a payment identification for a 
retailer of interest, wherein an authorisation unit 
receives said- payment identification for said retailer of 
interest and said consumer's identification; 
5 a point of sale unit for said retailer of interest sends 

all payment data to said authorisation unit; 
a data base in said authorisation unit checks validity 
information regarding said consumer and said retailer of 
interest before a decision is made whether said payment 
10 authorisation is given; and 

if said payment authorisation is given, said point of 
sale unit delivers any kind of purchase proof for said 
retailer of interest and/or for said consumer. 

23. A method for giving authorisation regarding payment from 
15 a consumer to a retailer according to Claim 22, characterized 

in that said method also comprises the step; 

if said payment authorisation is not given, said 
authorisation unit stops the method - 

24. A method for giving authorisation regarding payment from 
20 a consumer to a retailer according to Claim 22, characterized 

in that said method also comprises the step; 

if said payment authorisation is not given, said 
authorisation unit sends an appropriate error message 
to said point of sale unit and/or to said consumer. 

25 25. A method for giving authorisation regarding payment from 
a consumer to a retailer of interest according to any one of 
Claims 22-24, wherein said authorisation unit also comprises a 
to said data base connected switching means and computing 
unit, characterized in that said method also comprises the 

30 steps; 

said computing unit orders said switching means to open a 
connection with said point of sale unit, and 
said computing unit requests said payment data. 
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26. A method for giving authorisation regarding payments from 
a consumer to a retailer of interest according to any one of 
Claims 22-25, characterized in that said computing unit 
stores /updates data regarding said consumer and/or said 

5 retailer. 

27. a method for giving authorisation regarding*^payment from 
a consumer to a retailer of interest according to any one of 
Claims 22-26, characterized in that said computing unit sends 
an authorisation signal to said point of sale unit if 

10 authorisation is given. 

28. A method for giving authorisation regarding payment from 
a consumer to a retailer of interest according to any one of 
Claims 22-27, characterized in that said payment identifi- 
cation for said retailer is a GSM phone number. 

15 29. A method forgiving, authorisation regarding payment from 
a consumer to .a retailer of interest according to any one of 
Claims 22-28, characterised .in^that .said authorisation unit 
does not open a^Uo way communication channel or telephone 
connect ion«, -witeh^sasfed .^onstumje^. An. ^onde^ to >retrie^e* the said 

20 payment ident'i'f ifcavt-ion v f OB<r-saa?d retailer of interest or said 
cons ume r ' s i dentd'f i cat ion 

30. An authorisation system according to any one of the above 
Claims 18, 20 and 29, characterized in that said memory means 
or data base in said authorisation unit is in the form of a 

25 network of at least one information storage devices. 

31. An authorisation system according to Claim 30, character- 
ized in that said at least one of the information storage 
devices is in the form of a data base. 

32. An authorisation system according to any of Claims 30-31, 
30 characterised in* that said at least one of the information 

storage devices is in the form of a card comprising a memory 
means and data processing unit connected- to. sai<d^memory means. 
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33. An authorisation system according to any of the above 
Claims 30-32, chazacterizad in that said source unit or said 
destination unit or said consumer or said retailer has access 
to said specific information intended for her/him/it in said 

5 data base. 

34 . A method for automated and targeted advertising between 
at least one consumer (62) and an advertisement system (72), 
wherein the advertisement system (72) is coupled to an 
electronic payment system (74), wherein the method comprises 

10 the steps: 

an advertiser (64) asks the advertisement system (72) to 
send a specific advertisement message to a specific group 
of consumers (62) and specifies a financial benefit 
coupled to the advertisement: 

15 a data base (68) in the advertisement system (72) , 

defines the targeted group of consumers (62) , and the 
advertisement system (72) also logs in its data base (68) 
which consumers (62) are targeted for said advertisement 
message; 

20 a computing unit (66) in said advertisement system (72) 

receives a list of said targeted consumers (62) from its 
data base (68) ; 

said advertisement system (72) sends the specific 
advertisement messages to all the targeted consumers 
25 (62); 

a targeted consumer (62) purchases a number of items for 
which the consumer received an advertisement message, and 
uses the electronic payment system (74) for the purchase; 
and 

30 - the electronic payment system (74) retrieves the 

advertisement financial benefit information from the 
advertisement system (72) and takes the benefit 
automatically into account. 
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ABSTRACT 

The present invention relates to an authorisation 
system (10) comprising at least one source unit (12) and at 
least one destination unit (14i, 14 n ) , for giving authoris- 
5 ation to said source unit (12) to completely perform a 

specific task regarding said destination units (14x# ~# 14 n ) / 
which authorisation system can comprise communication means 
(16) between said source unit (12) and said destination unit 
(14 x , 14 n ) . The authorisation system (10) also comprises an 

10 authorisation unit (18) and communication means (20) for 

communication between both said authorisation unit (18) and 
said source unit (12) and said authorisation unit (18) and 
said destination unit (14 x , 14J , Said authorisation unit 
(18) comprises a memory means (22), in which is stored 

15 validity information about said at least one source unit (12), 
wherein said authorisation unit (18) checks said validity 
information before a decision is made whether said source unit 
(12) is authorised to perform said specific task* 
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Fig. 3 
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